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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An ophthalmologic image processing apparatus 
that masks a fundus image using an aperture mask 
image, comprising: 
5 input means for inputting the fundus image; 

image generation means for generating an 
aperture mask image in accordance with information of 
the fundus image or inputting the aperture mask 
image; 

10 image adjustment means for adjusting a value of 

the fundus image; and 

synthesizing means for synthesizing the fundus 
image whose value is adjusted with the aperture mask 
image , 

15 wherein the image adjustment means adjusts the 

value of the fundus image based on coordinates in a 
boundary between a mask area of the aperture mask 
image and an area of the fundus image. 

20 2 • An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

the image adjustment means reduces a pixel value from 
the boundary between the mask area of the aperture 
mask image and the region of the fundus image to an 
outside of the mask area and increases the pixel 

25 value from the boundary to the inside of the mask 
area . 
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3. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the image adjustment means comprises smoothing means 
for performing a low pass filtering process on the 
aperture mask image, and 
5 the image adjustment means adjusts the value of 

the fundus image in accordance with a pixel value of 
the aperture mask image on which the pass filtering 
process is performed. 

10 4 . An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 

the image adjustment means adjusts the value of the 
fundus image by multiplying the fundus image by a 
coefficient proportional to the pixel value of the 
aperture mask image on which the pass filtering 

15 process is performed. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the image generation means comprises comparison means 
for comparing a size of the fundus image with a size 
2 0 of the aperture mask image, and 

the image generation means adjusts the size of 
the aperture mask image in accordance with a 
comparison result of the comparison means. 

25 6. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

the image generation means comprises selection means 
for selecting one of the aperture mask images in 
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accordance with a size of the fundus image- 

7. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein a 
number of bits of a gray scale of the aperture mask 

5 image is different from a number of bits of one pixel 
for the fundus image . 

8. An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the smoothing means adjusts a degree of the low pass 

10 filtering process in accordance with a size of the 
fundus image when the low pass filtering process is 
performed . 

9. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
15 the image adjustment means comprises moving means for 

moving a fundus area in the fundus image whose value 
is adjusted to predetermined coordinates on the 
fundus image . 

20 10. An ophthalmologic image processing method 

that masks a fundus image using an aperture mask 
image , comprising: 

an inputting step of inputting the fundus 

image; 

25 an image generating step of generating an 

aperture mask image in accordance with information of 
the fundus image or inputting the aperture mask 
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image; 

an image adjusting step of adjusting a value of 
the fundus image; and 

a synthesizing step of synthesizing the fundus 
5 image whose value is adjusted with the aperture mask 
image, 

wherein in the image adjusting step, the value 
of the fundus image is adjusted based on coordinates 
in a boundary between a mask area of the aperture 
10 mask image and an area of the fundus image. 



